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AGAPE        Greek for “love without limits” 

 

“Steadfast Love: A Lenten Playlist” 

Lent/Holy Week 2025 Worship Series 
 

A playlist? For the season of Lent? A Lenten playlist? What an odd idea! Lent is often seen as a somber 

and even silent season. Certainly, there is space for contemplation, for embracing the quiet, and for being 

still in the presence of God. However, many of us identify with music as a helpful resource for contempla-

tion. So, we will offer a playlist during Lent this year to enhance your worship experience. A contemporary 

song using our multi-media equipment will be part of each service from Ash Wednesday through Easter 

Sunday. It is hoped that the playlist music will provide a blended and deeper experience along with tradi-

tional hymns and familiar patterns of worship as connections are made with your faith and the wider cul-

ture. My prayer is that you will be inspired in new and time-honored ways during Lent, into Holy Week, and 

culminating on Easter Sunday! —Pastor Hoyte 

 

 

Ash Wednesday Service 

Wednesday, March 5 at 7pm 
 

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent, a season of forty days (minus Sundays) during which we 

prepare ourselves for the events of Holy Week and Easter. We start the journey of Lent with confession, 

pardon, and the imposition of ashes, a reminder of our mortality. Though this can often feel like a serious 

service as Psalm 51:1 says, “Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love.” We will begin 

Lent with the reminder that God’s love is steadfast—it never fails. In words like those of Coldplay’s “Fix 

You,” God’s love is like a light that guides us home, ignites our bones, and fixes us, putting us back to-

gether for relationship with God and one another. —Pastor Hoyte 

 

Listen here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k4V3Mo61fJM 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k4V3Mo61fJM
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Worship Opportunities 
 

Worship With Us In-Person and Online on Sundays at 10:30 am  

DATE GREETER(S) LITURGIST USHER(S) 

March 2 Jim and Ellie Yager Chris Byrns Barb and Ron Clough 

March 9 Sarah Jackson Ed Brewster Judi Wagner 

March 16 Barb Andrews Bev Hixon Sarah Jackson 

March 23 Jean Scothon John Wolter Liz Lavelle 

March 30 John and Char Vas Greg Lavelle Judi Wagner 

March Oxcart:    

Pantry Items 

March Penny Sunday:  

Oxcart Easter Baskets 

This month we will be collecting basic pantry 

items like flour, sugar, rice…..Please place 

them in the green box in Fellowship Hall. 

We are again collecting 

items for Easter baskets 

this year. They will be dis-

tributed to the clients of 

Oxcart Pantry. Please use 

the list below as you shop; 

items can be placed in the 

box in Fellowship Hall. 

Your help is appreciated.  

You can also let us do the shopping for you; March’s Pen-

ny Sunday offering will go towards purchasing items for 

Easter Baskets. Make checks payable to NOUMC and 

write Easter Baskets or March Penny Sunday in the 

memo. Send checks to the church office, attention Finan-

cial Secretary. For those worshiping in person, an offering 

basket will be made available. 

 

 

 Easter baskets  Shampoo  Conditioner  Hair items 

 Wrapped candy  Deodorant  Toothpaste  Small coloring books 

 Toothbrushes  Soap  Skin cream/lotion  Puzzle books 

 Lip balm  Combs  Razors  Crayons 

 Nail clippers/nail files  Small tools  Pens and pencils  Jewelry 

 Toy cars & trucks  Small stuffed animals  Small dolls  Cosmetics 

Easter Basket Items 
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Adult Education Opportunities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adult Lenten Outing: Tetelestai-Cleveland's Own Passion Play 

Join us on our latest adventure on Sunday March 30th at 2 PM as we travel to St. Frances Xavier Cabrini 

Catholic Church in Loran to see the Gospel presented in visual form by the Cleveland Performing Arts 

Ministries!  Admission is free; however free will offerings are greatly appreciated.  Meet us there or car-

pool!  Sign up sheets will be in Fellowship Hall on the sign-in table.  Please see Wendy if you have any 

questions!   

Lenten Bible Study 

“Body of Proof:  A Study on the Resurrection of Jesus” 

Please join us as we closely examine the events of Easter weekend, and learn four reasons why we can 

trust in the resurrection of Jesus as a historical fact and place our hope in Him!  Tuesday evening classes 

will be held at 7:30 from March 25th through April 15th, and Thursday morning classes will be held at 11 

AM from March 27th through April 17th.  Study booklets are free of charge unless you would like to make 

a free will donation to the church.  A sign up sheet will be available in Fellowship Hall on the sign-in table. 

Please see Wendy for further information!  

Adult Sunday School Lenten Bible Study March 9th—Palm Sunday   

Experience Holy Friday from the perspective of those who watched Jesus die: Mary his mother; the Be-

loved Disciple from the Gospel of John; Mary Magdalene and the other women from Galilee; the two men, 

usually identified as thieves, crucified with Jesus; the centurion and the soldiers; Joseph of Arimathea and 

Nicodemus. Jews and Romans, friends and strangers, the powerful and the powerless, the hopeful and 

the despairing. 

In “Witness at the Cross,” Amy-Jill Levine shows how the people at the cross each have distinct roles to 

play in the Gospels. For each, Jesus has a particular meaning and message, and from each, we learn 

how those meanings and messages cross the centuries to any who would come to the cross today. 
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1 Sally Coast 12 Nicole Blosser 25 Marilyn Ransom 

1 Javier Gonzalez 17 Kristin Hipple 27 Gabriela Martinez and 

2 Gwen Hinckley 19 Liam Benko  Javier Gonzalez 

5 Sharon Werner 20 Deb Chermonte 28 Ed & Barb Brewster 

5 Kirsten Ressel 21 Wendy Cooper 30 Dick Mercer 

7 Mark Steiger 24 Iris Stroup 31 Diane Plogger 

12 De Niro Bernard     

Condolences to the family of Bill 

Cauley, on his passing 

Condolences to the family of Joan 

Phillips, on her passing 

Jan Cauley’s nephew 

Condolences to the family of Bob 

Wise, Alice Walsh’s uncle, on his 

Condolences to the family of Jim 

Sainsbury, on his passing 

Nadine Walsh, mother-in-law of 

Jeremy and mother of Danielle 

Chris Byrn’s brother, Curtis Jean Scothon’s sister, Holly Janis Jarvis’ brother, Kirk 

Susan Wolter Barbara Bilas Bunny, cousin of Liz Lavelle 

 

The Worship Team is in need of one or two volunteers to assist with 

preparing Communion on the first Sunday of each month. If Holy 

Communion holds significance for you, please consider offering your 

help for this essential ministry. For more information, please reach out 

to Alice Walsh or call the church office. 
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UWF News—From Barb Andrews 

Mission News—From Barb Andrews 

The green bin was overflowing with cereal last month.  Fifty-one, mainly large size boxes were sent 

over.  Next month the Pantry needs pantry supplies like flour, sugar, rice, etc.  Hearing about all the cuts 

that have been proposed or actually being carried out, the need for the items continues to be more neces-

sary than ever.  

It seems we just put away the extra box next to the green bin that held items for the Christmas stockings, 

and it's about to appear once more.  This time we need Easter baskets and the usual toiletries, toys, and 

small gifts.  A list of suggestions can be found in the Agape.  A big thank you for all you do to help our 

neighbors.  If you'd rather we did the shopping for you, the Easter baskets are our Penny Sunday charity 

this month. 

The UWF is back at work.  We have a couple of fund raisers coming soon.  The first comes on March 

19.  You know you have to eat on that day, and if you take along one of the certificates in the Agape or pick 

up extras from the sign-up table in Fellowship Hall and have lunch or dinner or both at Applebees, they will 

give a portion of your bill to the UWF.  This is a fun and easy way to support the UWF, and you know the 

money we get goes to UMC or local charities, as well as back to the church for projects that could use 

some funding.  Pass one or more of the certificates to your friends. 

Our second fund raiser is our annual Dean's plant sale.  You can find order blanks in the Agape or on the 

usual location--the sign-up table.  Orders are due by April 13 with plant delivery on May 10.  We would like 

it if you would take some extra order blanks for your friends, family or neighbors.  You know how good the 

plants, baskets, and vegetables are.  You should also know that the UWF does increase the price that we 

pay to Dean's to also go to the charities mentioned above, but if you go to Dean's to buy the same plants 

you could order, the price you pay to the UWF is still less than you would pay if you went to Dean's on your 

own, so it's a win-win all around.  If there's something you'd like that isn't on the order blank, you can get a 

gift card, and we get a portion of that.  And if you do go to Dean's with or without a gift card between May 1 

and June 30 and mention NOUMC, we will also get a portion of your purchase payment.  There are many 

ways to get the beauty of the spring we are sure is coming even though I'm writing this during a snow 

storm, so please help. 

Dave and I were so surprised for the outpouring of thanks for our leading the community meal. The roses, 

gift and thoughtful cards were really too much. There are so many others to thank, too many to name, but 

know your help was much appreciated. We are so grateful to be part of our church family,  Feeling 

Blessed! 

Dave and Barb 

“Thank You!” from the Lintons 
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      APPLEBEE’S 

        Great Northern 
        North Olmsted 

Date: 3/19/2025 

Time: 11am- Close 
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UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH 

of NORTH OLMSTED UMC 

 

 

 

*Pi Day is an annual celebration of the mathematical constant π (pi). 

Pi Day is observed on March 14 since 3, 1, and 4 are the first three significant figures of π.  

So, here at NOUMC it seemed like the perfect time for a potluck of Shepherd’s Pie (or other main dish) for 
St. Patrick’s Day and that math thing with pie for dessert!  Sign up so we can all see which pies are com-
ing. 

Fellowship 

 

 

 

Join Us for Card Making Day! 

Saturday, April 5th, 10 am to 2 pm, Fellowship Hall; Sign 

Sandra Andrews and Sharon Werner have designed a se-

lection of hand made greeting cards for Spring and Summer 

that can be customized for a variety of occasions including 

Easter, Mother’s Day and Father’s Day. Card kits cost $2.00 

each. Please call or email Sharon Werner for photos of the 

cards being offered and an order form. 

PI*/PIE DAY!   SUNDAY, MARCH 9TH  11:30 am 

“He is a math teacher and announces at girls basketball and we went to the game this afternoon.  He 

said we won't recognize him. Students shaved his head yesterday for a donation to Leukemia and 

Lymphoma. A fund raising activity competition between many high schools.  One of his students and 

long time family friend is a survivor of Lymphoma.” 

Meet John and Char Vas’ son, John!  (From Char Vas) 
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Egg Hunt Volunteer Opportunities Available: 

Easter Flowers 

Worship Team is taking orders for Easter Lilies, Hyacinths, Daffodils, Tulips, Martha Washington Gerani-

ums, and Pansies to decorate our altar on Easter morning. Flower orders will be due on March 23rd. Or-

der forms are available in Fellowship Hall. Please fold your payment into the order form and place it into 

the purple box or send them to Wendy's attention at the church. You may also email your order to Wendy 

at sundayschool@noumc.org. Proceeds from the sale will support our Altar and Arts Team and be used to 

decorate our altar throughout the year. Flowers may be taken home after our Easter morning service! 

Community Easter Egg Hunt 

1. Plastic Egg and Candy Donations 

 

We are accepting donations of plastic easter eggs and candy to fill those eggs with. Please be sure the 

candy is pre-packaged and small enough to fit into the eggs. Please drop off any candy donations in the 

basket provided in Fellowship Hall, in the Christian Education mailbox or at the office. Please donate by 

March 30th. 

 

On Saturday, April 12th, we will be hosting a community Easter Egg Hunt on our front lawn! Families will 

have two hunt times to choose from...one at 1:00 and the second at 2:00. Please spread the word to any 

families with children that you know! Save the date cards that you can hand out will be available on the 

sign-in table in Fellowship Hall. Please see Wendy, Tammy, Sarah, Chris or Judi for further details! 

3. Volunteers on Hunt Day 

We welcome anyone who would like to join us on April 12th for our Easter egg hunt! Volunteers will be 

asked to help families check in, help children with the hunt, and help re-egg the lawn in between hunts. 

Please see Wendy, Tammy, Sarah, Chris or Judi for further information or to volunteer!    

2. Egg Filling Day 

On April 5th, we will gather at the church to fill our plastic eggs with candy and other goodies. Please look 

for times in future bulletins.   

mailto:sundayschool@noumc.org
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News from the Northern Waters District 
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For the most up-to-date calendar, visit www.noumc.org. 

Please contact the church office (office@noumc.org or 440.779.6634)                                                                                                             

to add your meeting or gathering, virtual or in-person, to the church calendar. 

March  2025     
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 2 
9am Sunday School 

10:30am Worship 

2pm Girl Scouts 

3 

8:30pm AA 

4 
1pm Council  on 

Ministries 

7pm Scouts 

7:30pm BS 

5 

10am UWF 

7pm Ash Wednes-

day Service 

8pm AA 

6 

11am Bible Study 

6pm Bells 

7pm Choir 

7 

 

 

8 

8:30am UMM 

Breakfast 

 

 

99am SS 

10:30am Worship 

11:30 Pie/Pi Pot-

luck 

10 

8:30pm AA 

11 

 7pm Scouts 

7:30pm Bible 

Study 

 

12 

8pm AA 

 

13 

11am Bible Study 

6pm Bells 

7pm Choir 

14 15 
 

16 
9am Sunday School 

10:30am  Worship 

2pm Girl Scouts 

17 

8:30pm AA 

 

18 

1pm Book Bank 

7pm Scouts 

 

19 

8pm AA 

 

20 

6pm Bells 

7pm Choir 

21 

 

22 

 

23 9am SS 

10:30am Worship 

11:30am Mission 

Team 

 

24 

8:30pm AA 

25 

7pm Scouts 

 

26 

8pm AA 

27 

4:30pm Commu-

nity Meal 

6pm Bells 

7pm Choir 

28 

 

29 

 

30 31 
  

 

 

 

   

http://www.noumc.org
mailto:office@noumc.org


North Olmsted United Methodist Church 
4600 Dover Center Road 
North Olmsted, Ohio 44070 

 

The Free Community Meal is a mission of North Olmsted United Methodist Church.  All meals are funded by 
donations, and the dinners are prepared and served by volunteers. Menus may change because of donated 
food or food pricing. Additional volunteers are always welcome!  If you would like more information, please 
contact us at 440-779-6634. We are an accessible facility. 

Our Guiding Principles 

• We appreciate, invite and welcome people of all ages. 

• We actively serve our neighbors in the North Olmsted community and the wider world. 

• We provide varied opportunities for people to grow in their faith. 

• We welcome and nurture a diverse congregation who become extended family. 

• We foster lasting personal relationships, which are especially important in a digital world.  

 

Free Community Meal (In-Person Only) 
 

 

Thursday, March 27, 2024 

 4:30 pm - 5:30 pm 

Fellowship Hall  

 

Chicken with Pasta, Rolls, Salad, Drink and Dessert 

A sign-up sheet for help with set-up, serving, and clean-up will be in Fellowship Hall. For more information, 

contact Chris Byrns at 440-732-5431. 

Return Address Requested 


